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old, and, I believe, half crazed; what good can the
Emperor's gold do me now ? Even my children are
eagerly watching my strength decline, delighted to see
how day by day my breastplate becomes heavier for me
to bear. Besides, I am always in prayer now, and am
sworn to kneel till God will exact punishment for the
cruelties I have wrought, which you know well, and for
other things of which you are ignorant. And that re-
minds me that Azzo's sister Beatrix is betrothed to
my son Alberic, and Bichard's Giglia to my son Ecelin.
Count Eichard himself must have Palma. So will
Grhibellin and Ghielf settle this weary strife and dwell
together in peace." This came like a thunder-clap
upon Taurello, who had sworn to go off the following
month on a crusade with the Emperor. " That accursed
Vicenza!" he cried. " That Adelaide should choose to die
when I must leave Italy I" Eiding many a horse dead
on the road, he stood before Monk Ecelin with his bloody
spurs still fixed, but he came too late to make him change
his mind. "Let me alone," said the monk. "Did I
ever wish to enlarge my power ? You and the Emperor
may plot as you will against the Pope; only do let me
be. But I will yield one point: you may keep Palma
at Goito, and use her in your political game. Only agree
to leave me !"

879. 'Monk Hilary.'   Evidently Ecelin's monastic name.

882. 'and some you never knew.' This no doubt refers to the
concealment of Sordello. (See Bk. v., 1. 811.)

893. 'That accursed Vicenza.' This may mean 'his cursed
monkhood,3 the convent of Oliero "being at Vicenza; but more
probably it refers to the riot at Vicenza, which led Ecelin to
become a monk.

896. 'he stood before Eomano.3   But compare Bk. iv., 1. 663.

902. 'first.' When Adelaide married him? TaureUo was
really her right-hand man (Bk. iv., 1. 602).